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2009 Executive Committee  

 President    Surya P. Dhakar  304-9501 

 Vice President  Rajendra Dubey  754-3242 

 Secretary    Gautam Gandhi  400-0519 

 Joint-Secretary  Lokesh Golia   762-9666  

 Treasurer    Tony Sappal   965-6345 

 Assoc. Treasurer  Paavan Kotini   272-6618 

 Cultural Director  Bina H. Shah   527-6564 

 Assoc. Director  Deepali Keskar  346-5445 

 Assoc. Director  Simran Chiplunkar 273-6680  

 Social Director  Ram Pai    307-4597 

 Assoc. Director  Harjeet Sharma  346-4692 

 Membership Dir.  Venkat Chettiar  346-8238 

 Assoc. Director  Sridhar Sundaram  741-0817  

 Public Relation Dir. Rajiv Chavan    360-2433 

 Sports Director  Sanjay Singhvi  402-3913 

 Camping Director  Anand Keskar   346-5445 

 Picnic Director  Mukul Paithane  273-6479 

 Web Master   Yogesh Gupta   868-5160 

Members at large 

  Preetha Agrawal   Thirumal Areti  

  Bhushan Apte    Srinath Bhalle     

  Chetan Mehta     Sanjay Mittal 

  Rumy Mohta    Ashok Nair 

  Shardul Pandya   Badri Pulavarthy 

  Subashish Sircar   Merlin Tiwari 

 Mitesh Shah    Mannan Haji 

Web Address: WWW.IAVA.US 
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Dear Community Members, 

It has been a year of unprecedented support from the community for 

the IAVA. We already have 424 members and expect to surpass 500 

memberships! 

Since the last newsletter in May 2009, we have successfully 

organized the following programs: 

Asian Festival: The IAVA booth raised $3,450 in food sales. Thanks 

to Ram Pai for dosas, Indo-Pak Superstore for samosas, and Saxbyôs 

Coffee for chai tea. 

Picnic: At York River state park, attended by approximately 352 

members. It was non-stop fun & games and an exciting selection of 

cuisine every hour. A special thanks to Mukul Paithane for arranging 

the games and Goutam Gandhi for coordinating all the food.  Weôd 

also like to  recognize Sanjay Mittal for Pani Puri, Lalit Ranka for 

Faluda, Nitin Jain for Pakoda, Ram Pai for Idli-Sambhar, Tony 

Sappal for Samosa and Pulao, Lokesh Golia for Chai and sub 

Sandwiches, and Sonali Gandhi for Jalebis. 

Camping: with 175 members and an untiring effort by Anand 

Keskar and his team, this trip was a memorable getaway for all! It 

was two days filled with campfire antakshari, dumb charades, nine - 

mile hikes, swimming in the beautiful Lake Sherando, and freshly 

prepared meals and snacks throughout the weekend.  Unfortunately, 

we had to turn away over 150 people due to space limitations, so 

make sure to join us by registering early next year. 

Great Indian Laughter Night: This program was organized by India 

Association and The Hindu Center of Virginia. Ram Pai and Vikas 

Kapilla took the lead in bringing this exciting night to our 

community. We were happy to provide the program to the 

community at no charge due to the support of many generous 

sponsors.  

Our next event of the year will be the Independence Day 

Celebration. Along with exceptional cultural performances, 

Bollywood star, Koena Mitra, will be joining us to lead the parade 

and recognize the leaders of the executive committee for their 

tireless contributions to the community.  

A large part of India Associationôs success this year is due to the 

generous support of our sponsors. We would like to express our 

gratitude to all our sponsors who have made these events possible.  

We look forward to your support in as many activities as possible. 

Let us work together to enable our magnificent culture to thrive and 

live on in the hearts of future generations.  

Surya P. Dhakar,  

President, India Association of Virginia  

 

 

Independence Day Celebration 
Date: Sunday, August 16,

 2009 

Venue: Cultural Center of India (CCI)  

Time: 2:30 pm 
(Complimentary Falooda: 2:00 to 2:30 pm) 

To volunteer for the Program, please call  
Surya Dhakar (747-1025)  

Join us to enjoy a fun-filled evening with local talents. Dinner 

will be provided after the program for 1500 people  
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Two nights: $30/adult  $15/child 

One night:   $25/Adult $10/child 

 

 

Camping Comments from our Members: 

ñI would like to record our sincere appreciation and gratitude for 

the wonderful camping experience we had this year. My wife and 

daughter also enjoyed the trip so much that we actually had 

withdrawal symptoms after we returned home!ò 

ñYou and your team who executed the planning did a wonderful 

job and made the fun of camping more fun than work. We enjoyed 

cooking on the last day and appreciated help from the others in the 

camp. We are already looking forward to the next camping trip!ò  

Satya (Satyaprakash, Anitha and Puja) 

ñJust wanted to thank you all for the great time we had this 

weekend, it was fun, enjoyable and very well organized.ò Soniya 

Suri 

ñThank you so much. It was wonderful camping. In my family, 

everybody enjoyed!ò  Arti Ramchandani 

ñI just wanted to say that you guys have made it this time too. We 

really fully enjoyed the Camping trip with you all. The location, 

weather, FOOD, surroundings and our community around us was 

so supportive that we are left with sweet and unforgettable 

memories of the Camping trip.ò 

ñIôm sure that you and your team have done lots of planning, last 

minute tasks, and a lot of time and effort was put in - but it did 

show.  Managing and satisfying around 200 people in the Camping 

trip for 2 days was not an easy task, but honestly speaking,  you 

guys have done it successfully! It was an awesome experience for 

us too. Of course we were dead tired until yesterday but now back 

on track.ò Roop Bassan 

 

 

 

 

WE WISH YOU ALL A VERY  

HAPPY Independence  

Day!!   
 

From:  
 

INDO -PAK SUPER STORE  

 

8101 W. Broad St. 

Richmond, VA 23294 

Store Hours: 
Tues ï Sun. 11 A.M.- 9 P.M. 

Mon. 5 P.M.- 9 P.M. 
 

For more info please visit: 

www.indopaksuperstore.com or  

Call: 804-346-4692 

 

HARJEET & ANITA SHARMA  
 

http://www.indopaksuperstore.com/
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Independence Day Celebration 

Sunday, August 16,
 
2009,  2:30 PM                                        Cultural Center of India (CCI)  

 

We are preparing for the largest celebration in the history of  India Association! With an expected attendance of over 

2000, we are seeking all the help that we can get.  If you would like to be part of the team effort that is making this 

monumental event possible, please contact Surya Dhakar (304-9501). We are seeking helpers who can donate a 

minimum of 3 hours to either make ladoos on August 9 and/or distribute food at the CCI on August 16.   

 A few highlights of the celebration: 

 Grand Marshal: Bollywood celebrity Koena Mitra will lead the Independence parade and present special gifts 

to EC members and notable volunteers 

 Special Guest: Padmashri Dr. Ashok Gupta, renowned  plastic surgeon of India 

 Chief Guest: Bob McDonnell 

 Performance by all 40 members of the U.S. Military band:  2:30 to 3:30 PM 

 Entertaining cultural programs - Contact Bina Shah (527-6564) to participate. 

 All children participating in the rehearsal and the final parade will receive M&Ms. 

 Complimentary Falooda will be available for those arriving before 2:30 PM  

 Complimentary Dinner in carry-out boxes will be available at the conclusion of the program  

 

Due to parking limitations, we request that members carpool and have four or more occupants per car in order to 

park in the CCI parking lot.  
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ALL COVERAGE Insurance  
Hampton Roads - VA Beach ï Richmond/Chester 

Insurance 
We will shop for you so you don't have to! 

 
     

 

Call us for free Auto, Home and Business quote 
 

Franchised Hotel/Motel, Gas stations, Comm. Auto, workman comp, 
CGL, umbrella and E&O for software Business 

Personal Lines Auto and Home discount, instant SR22 filling 

Chetan Mehta 
All Coverage Insurance 
11950 Ironbridge Plaza 

Chester, VA 23831 
Voice 804-536-5093 

 
 
 

 


