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A MESSSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends & Members of the Community, 
Greetings! Wishing each of you a very happy, healthy and 
prosperous 2010!  I am honored to have been unanimously 
elected as the 50th President of the India Association of 
Virginia.  I promise to work very hard and diligently to the 
best of my ability to serve this wonderful community and 
continue the fine tradition of all past presidents since 1961.  
I would like to congratulate the past president Dr. Surya 
Dhakar and his team for a job well done.  He has set very 
high standards and we will certainly do our best to meet 
your expectations. 
As we embark on this new decade, I feel very positive that 
IAVA will become one of the best organizations in the 
whole of Virginia.  This year is the Golden Jubilee year of 
our Association.  We are in the process of planning many 
exciting and creative programs that will enhance your 
experience.  I am very excited to lead an excellent and 
dedicated team with me, who have talent, energy, 
innovative ideas, and commitment to serve our community 
to the best of their ability.  We are looking forward to your 
continued support and involvement, because this is an 
organization Of the Community, By the Community, For 
the Community.  I am delighted to share that many 
members from our community have called to offer their 
time and volunteer for future IAVA events.  Let us all join 
hands, work together and make it a memorable year! 
It is with sorrow that I share the news about the sad demise 
of the founder of IAVA, Mr. Archibald Benson, on 
November 12, 2009, at the age of 81.  It was 49 years ago 
that he formed this organization. He was a great 
community leader, and we will miss him dearly.  He had a 
great sense of humor, a smiling face and welcoming any 
Indian he met for the first time. 
Please mark your calendar to attend the 61st Republic Day 
celebrations on January 24, 2010, with your family and 
friends.  For future events/programs you may visit our 
IAVA website: www.iava.us.   
Becoming a member of IAVA has many benefits.  It 
brings all people of Indian origin under one roof.  We are 
able to take part in many social, political, cultural and 
community events.  If you are already a member, please 

renew the membership and if you are not, please come 
forward to join us and actively involve in the IAVA.  
Sincerely, 
Ram Pai, 
2010 IAVA President 

2010 Executive Committee  
 President    Ram Pai    307-4597 
 Vice President  Goutam Gandhi  400-0519 
 Secretary    Vikas Kapilla   767-5295 
 Joint-Secretary  Yogesh Gupta   868-5160 
 Treasurer    Lokesh Golia   762-9666 
 Cultural Directors Nirmal Bajekal  360-7692 
      Amit Biswas   426-1957 
 Social Director  Harjeet Sharma  346-4692 
 Membership Dir.  Srinath Bhalle   290-0663 
      Venkat Chettiar  346-8238 
      Mona Narang   288-1040 
      Sridhar Sundaram  741-0817 
 Darpan Editor  Priti Patil    364-3696 
 Youth Director  Smita Jain    965-6208 
      Sangita Patel   360-8576 
 Public Relation Dir. Rumy Mohta    639-6977 
 Sports Director  Rakesh Goyal   364-1976 
      Raju Patel    515-0882 
 Camping Director  Mandar Deshpande 360-1106 
      Nilesh Bhandare  364-3457 
 Picnic Director  Preeta Agarwal  360-7346 
      Rupali Pendse   617-8448 
 Web Master   Yogesh Gupta   868-5160 

Members at large 
  Mukul Paithane   Sanjay Mittal  
  Rajendra Dubey   Surya Dhakar     
  Anil Jain      Sanjeev Jairath 
  Merlin Tiwari    Nitin Jain 

Web Address: WWW.IAVA.US 

For any query, ideas, suggestions, updates in personal 
information etc., please write to: info@iava.us 
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From the Editor 
Wishing you all a Creative, Innovative 2010!! 
It is so fortunate that my 2010 is beginning with positive 
contribution to this wonderful organization in its Golden 
Jubilee year. Thanks so much, Mr. Ram Pai! 
This year, we are starting a new column, about community 
events.  We would like to invite various groups of our 
community and all others interested to contribute with 
candid articles about local community events or global 
events that affect local community.  Acceptance of such 
articles is at the editing team’s discretion. To begin with, 
we requested Mrs. Merlin Tiwari to write about Mr. 
Archibald Benson, who founded IAVA in 1961.  She 
graciously accepted, and her article is included in this 
issue. 
We welcome new ideas and suggestions to improve the 
Darpan magazine, and other activities of the IAVA.  If you 
are interested in writing an article for an upcoming issue or 
would like to provide your ideas, please call me (364-
3696) or write to me at: darpan@iava.us 
Looking forward to hear YOUR ideas! 
 

 
 

IAVA Membership for 2010 
Membership fees for IAVA is $20 per family and $10 for singles. 

(Family Membership includes member, spouse & dependent children) 

To become member of India Association of Virginia 
(IAVA), payments can be made in one of the following 
ways:  
1. Check can be given at the booth during IAVA event. 
2. Mail your check payable to "India Association of VA" 

with you name and phone number behind the check to: 
Srinath K Bhalle 

5031 Willows Green Rd 
Glen Allen, VA 23059 

3. For your convenience we also accept payment online.  
Visit www.iava.us and click: IAVA Membership. 
The Secure Payment is processed through the reliable 
e-commerce gateway Paypal. 

 
¶¶¶    

       61st Republic Day Celebration  
                        Sunday, January 24th, 2010 

                       (2:30pm-6:00pm) 
@ Cultural Center of India (CCI), 
 6641, Ironbridge Parkway, Chester, VA-23831 
Complementary Dinner will be served: 6pm-7pm. 

Archibald H. Benson 

 
Oct 16, 1928 – Nov 17, 2009 

 
On behalf of the family, I would like to 
thank you for coming to the memorial 
services to pay your last respects to my 
brother and support the benson family in 
this sad time. 
                                        Merlin Tiwari 

India Directory 2009 correction – member’s name should 
have been highlighted: Patel Bhal & Manjula 
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GGGooollldddeeennn   JJJuuubbbiiillleeeeee   YYYeeeaaarrr   
This year, we are in for some grand extravaganzas 
full of fun and frolics, as the year 2010 is going to 
mark the Golden Jubilee celebration of IAVA. With 
the Jan 24th event, we are going to kickoff the year-
long celebration to commemorate this golden 
milestone achieved by IAVA.   
As we finalize the details of special golden milestone 
celebration, we’d publish.  In the mean time, please 
feel free to contact the executive committee. 

For more information please visit www.iava.us or 
contact our President Mr. Ram Pai (804.307.4597) or 
write at cultural@iava.us. 

III nnndddiiiaaa   DDDiiirrreeeccctttooorrryyy   222000000999   

                                     

The directory will be distributed on the Republic Day 
program at CCI to the members. It can also be picked up 
from any of the following: 
¶ Surya P. Dhakar, 4440 Springfield Road # 101,  

Glen Allen , VA 23060  
¶ Ram Pai, (307-4597) at Malabar Restaurant, 

rpai324966@aol.com  
¶ Rajendra Dubey (754-3242) dubeyrr@gmail.com  
¶ Sanjay Mittal (687-1300) sanjumittal@gmail.com  
¶ Venkat Chettiar  (346-8238) 

Venkat.Chettiar@vdot.virginia.gov 
¶ Yogesh Gupta (868-5060)  ygupta01@yahoo.com 

If you have already received/collected the directory, we 
sincerely hope you find it extremely useful! 


