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Dear Community Member, 
Wishing You a Very Happy New Year! 

I am grateful to the Indian community of central Virginia for providing me 

with an opportunity to serve as the 51
st
 President of the India Association of 

Virginia in 2011.  

I am thankful to my friends and community members who have stepped up 

to lend their talent, energy, innovative ideas, and commitment to serve in 

IAVA executive committee. As John Lennon wisely said, a dream you dream 

alone is only a dream. A dream you dream together can be reality. I humbly 

announce that our vision of IAVA 2011 is truly a shared vision of the new 

energized executive committee.  

  Before I elaborate on our plans for this year, I would like to thank our last 

yearôs President and my dear friend, Mr. Ram Pai, and his team for their hard 

work and wonderful programs last year. 

  Having completed 50 glorious years, this esteemed organization has 

reached a significant milestone. To remember and celebrate the rich and 

diverse history of our community, we have decided to come up with new and 

exciting programs that will follow the theme ñKal, Aaj aur Kalò  (Past, 

Present and Future)! 

 The purpose of our theme is to honor the selfless efforts by our senior 

community members of yester years, to recognize the energy of todayôs 

contributors, and to engage the younger generations of tomorrow. To achieve 

this, we have planned several social, cultural, educational and outdoor events 

for all age groups, in addition to the traditional IAVA events.  We encourage 

you to visit www.iava.us website to learn about our soon to be announced 

details on Summer Camps, Mediation, Educational seminars, Talent 

shows, Visa-Immigration  camp and more.  

  There are several benefits to becoming an IAVA member that range from 

free entries to cultural shows, delicious food to discounted shopping at local 

store. The IAVA website provides details on specific membership benefits to 

you and your family. If you are already a member, please renew the 

membership for 2011 and if you are not, please come and join us.  

  Please mark your calendar to attend the Republic Day celebration event at 

CCI, on Saturday, January 22, 2011, (2:30 PM ï 6:00 PM) with your family 

and friends. Our cultural team has put together an entertaining show that will 

take you through a journey of Past-Present and Future of India. 

We also invite your children to participate in the art competition at 2.30pm 

and winners announced during the program. Our social team is ready to serve 

you with delicious snacks (Hot Jalebi, spicy Samosa, etc) for early arrivals, and 

the program will be followed by dinner.  

On behalf of the new 51
st
 executive committee, let me thank you again for your 

trust and support as we endeavor to take this esteemed organization to another 

level in 2011.  

Sincerely, 

Goutam Gandhi 

2011 IAVA President 

2011 Executive Committee  

 President   Goutam Gandhi  804-400-0519 
 Vice President  Vikas Kapila   804-833-9639 
      Atulya Tiwari   804-514-5703 
  Secretary   Rupali Pendse  804-617-8448 
      Pankaj Sharma  804-747-6526 
  Treasurer   Lokesh Golia   804-762-9666 
  Cultural Directors Juhi Awasthi   804-270-6055 
      Prajakta Vaze  804-205-7952 
      Social Directors   
 Mehul Shah    Shivam Paul   Suhas Panchal 
       Yamuna Desai    
      Membership Director  
 Ritesh Brahmbhatt  Venkat Chettiar  Mona Narang
     Communication Director  
 Dinesh Bafna  Govind Pande   Merlin Tiwari  
      Prabha Raman 
 Youth/Adult Camp Mukul Paithane   
      Sports Directors  Sravan Morishetty  Sanjay Singhvi 
 Camping Director  Kshitij Agrawal   
 Spring Gala/Picnic Gaurav Bhargava   
 KBR/Antakshari  Probodh Chiplunkar  

Members at large 

 Rumki Banerjee  Aekta Chawla  Bakula Dave 
 Manish Gandhi  Abhinay Mahajan Sanjay Kamani
 Shardul Pandya  Badri Pulavarthi  Johnson T.  
           PR/Fund Raising/Advisory Team 
 Dr. Surya Dhakar         Bina Shah                      Ram Pai 
 Raj Dubey   Adish Jain    Chetan Mehta

   

            Republic Day Celebration 

                    Saturday, January 22, 2011  

               Meet-Greet (snack):      3-4 PM 

                      Main Program:        4-6 PM 

                      Dinner:                    6-7 PM 

* Delicious complimentary snacks during social hour 

 Kids Drawing Competition:  3-4 PM 

** Sumptuous dinner free for members 

     Where: Culture Center of India (CCI)  

            6641 Ironbridge Parkway, Chester, VA 23831 

Contact Us 

We would love to hear from you.  Please use email addresses below to tell us what is on your mind. 

Sponsorships and ads:    secretary@iava.us        Darpan and communications:  Darpan@iava.us 

Membership:     membership@iava.us      Participation in IAVA events:       Cultural@ iave.us  

Feedback and suggestions:    info@iava.us        Web Site:        http://www.IAVA.us  

http://www.iava.us/
mailto:secretary@iava.us
mailto:membership@iava.us
mailto:info@iava.us


A Reflection of Indian Community Activities 

  

 

Community Update  

¶ Republic Day Event: Saturday Jan 22
nd

 at CCI  

o Cultural programs to Celebrate Republic Day of India 

o Delicious Snacks (Jalebi, Samosa, tea, etc) and Dinner 

Served 

¶ Free Cataract Eye Surgery by Virginia Eye Institute  

 Anyone needs cataract surgery and canôt afford to pay. Clinic  

will be held on Saturday, Feb 20
th
. Please send application  

before Feb 1
st
 and contact 287-4905  

¶ IAVA Supports Henrico Countyôs 400th anniversary 

o The Kite Festival and The Tastes and Sounds of Henrico 

o Saturday, March 5 at Dorey Park, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m 

o IAVA will be supporting this event 

¶ IAVA supports Food Bank : Please bring can of Food or  

Cash/Check-Donation to CCI on 22
nd

 January. 

 

  

 
 

 

 

FRIENDLY DRIVING SCHOOL 
(www.f r iendlydr iv ing.com ) 

Call: 804-282-4236 (24hr Live Operator) 

In service of Teens, Youth & Adults of  
Greater Richmond Since 1995 

Driver Improvement, Driver 
Education & Behind the Wheel  

Multiple Service Areas ï West End, Downtown, South Side, 

Goochland, Louisa, Hanover, Ashland, Mechanicsville & 
Organically Ever Growingé 

           AMERICAN SAFETY  
               &  HEALTH INSTITUTE  
                      www.ashinstitute.org 
 

 

Court Approved & Virginia DMV Licensed 
 

We will help you get 5 safe driving points, an 
insurance discount or fulfill a DMV or court order 

 

Providing Excellent Quality Service 
@ Lowest Fees in Richmond 

 

Freedom is only a FRIENDLY  
step away! 

 

Overwhelmed with the complexities of 
buying/selling a home? 

Attend my FREE 2 hour monthly  
no obligation INFORMATION session! 

 
 

                                 
 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rupali Pendse 
 

(804) 617-8448 
RupaliP@remax.net 

 

Î SFR certified (short 
sale and foreclosure). 

Î Property 
management. 

Î Free first year 
homeowners 
warranty. 

Î Ask me about closing 
cost assistance! 

 

IAVA supports Food Bank. We will be collecting donations, 

Nutritious foods such as Canned Vegetables & Fruits, 

Peanut Butter, Hot & Cold Cereal, etc.  
Please help the Central Virginia Foodbank feed children 

and seniors living in poverty and many others in need in our 

community. We will collect donations and food cans at each 

IAVA Event this year. IAVA commits full support to Food 

Bank of Virginia.  

 
 

 

http://www.friendlydriving.com/
http://www.ashinstitute.org/
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Does Democracy Work? 
Conditional Democracy in India 

Apurva Pande 

 
According to modernization theory, a democracy 

can only be stable if its per capita income is above $6,000. 

This seems to imply that poorer countries cannot be 

successful democracies. Countries such as India and Brazil, 

however, seem to contradict this theory. Although the 

ethnic, religious, linguistic, and caste cleavages plague 

India, it has managed to remain a strong democracy. Based 

on the modernization theory, the theory of social cleavages, 

and the theory of No Easy Choices, which outlines the 

difficulties a developing country faces, India should not be 

able to exist as a democracy. Despite this, it is able to exist, 

and even thrive as a democracy. The reason that any amount 

of democracy is established at all in these countries is due to 

the emergence of individual leaders who put the 

establishment of democracy before personal gain. 

India is a comparatively poor nation prone to 

violence due to religious, language, social, and caste 

conflicts. According to modernization theory, states that 

have not achieved a $6,000 per capita mark are unlikely to 

be able to support a full democracy. It is only after a state 

achieves both the $6,000 per capita mark and a democratic 

system will the democracy be stable and viable. 

Additionally in India, corruption such as rent-seeking, in 

which government intervention in the market is sought to 

increase the revenues of certain companies, is rampant, 

especially in industrial licensing. Patronage and clientalism 

is widespread throughout the government as well. In this 

system, the party in power rewards the people who can 

garner large amounts of votes for this party either by 

building infrastructure needed in that area, or in other ways. 

This not only rewards those who can control and manipulate 

a large amount of votes, but perpetuates the corruption. 

All this is compounded by all the social cleavages 

that exist within India today. There are religious conflicts, 

with Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, and Christians, all living 

in one country. These cleavages have especially become a 

problem with the rise of religious issues being brought to 

mainstream politics. It faces a degree of linguistic cleavages, 

with 29 languages, that no other country faces, along with 

the normal socio-economic cleavages. It also still faces the 

remnants of caste conflicts that have been embedded deep 

into society.  

Despite this, India is called the largest democracy in 

the world. Its parliamentary government structure is 

inherently democratic and it has maintained this democratic 

system for decades. What truly allowed India to start off and 

continue as a democracy, however, was its ñagency of 

leadersò.  These early leaders such as Nehru, Gandhi, and 

Ambedkar were selfless enough to eschew personal gain and 

personal power for the establishment of democracy. For 

example, rather than using the tragedy of Gandhiôs death as 

an opportunity to rally support for himself and hold onto 

power, Nehru instead asked the country to pull back from 

the violence and reflect on the situation. These leaders 

considered national stability before making economic and 

policy decisions. They chose equality over economic growth 

for a long time, which allowed India to escape the endless 

circles of the No Easy Choices Theory. One of the biggest 

examples of this focus on democracy and stability is 

Nehruôs inclusion of Ambedkar in the writing of the 

Constitution, despite the fact that Ambedkar was a Buddhist 

untouchable. This inclusion ensured that there were some 

provisions for all types of people in the Constitution. This 

allows voices of minority groups to be heard, increasing 

democracy. As the Indian economy was opened up to 

foreign investment, the amount of associations, unions, and 

organizations increased, which, is a sign of a more civic 

society, indicating a better democracy. These democratic 

policies that are in place are a result of agencies of good 

leaders. Indiaôs earliest leaders and their selfless choices are 

the reason that India has been able to remain a stable 

democracy in spite of all the challenges it faces. 

 

                      Office: 804.360.3636 

                      Cell: 804.307.4977 

                      3450 Pump Road 

                      Richmond, VA 23233 

                       www.binashah.com 

                               binashah@realtyagent.com 

                              òInspiring Your Visionó 

 

ñThe best compliment I can receive is 
  a referral from my friends & clientsò 

 

I can offer you: 

       * Evaluation of Property to Sell 

    * Expertise in New Construction 

   * Negotiation to Win 

   * Top Flight Marketing  

   * Most Experience in Community 
    President, IAVA ï 2003 

   Cultural Director, IAVA ï 1999, 2002, 2009 
   Cultural Director, Taste of India ï 2004 & 2009 

    Assoc. Membership Director, Hindu Center ï 2007 & 2008 

Bina Shah 

http://www.binashah.com/


A Reflection of Indian Community Activities 

  

                    

 



A Reflection of Indian Community Activities 

  

 

Summer Service at  Khelghar  

When I went to India this 

summer, I had a very 

unique experience. For 

community and service 

hours at school, I worked 

with a program called 

Khelghar (Marathi word 

for ñPlayhouseò), which 

helps underprivileged 

children living in slums. 

At first it was just that, community and service hours. 

But later I realized that I enjoyed doing this. I enjoyed 

the feeling that I was helping these kids in some, 

although very, small way.  I enjoyed being with nice 

children, who also had a great sense of humor. But the 

thing I enjoyed the most was knowing that the children 

were enjoying this so much. 

 Khelghar is a place that takes ñlearningò and ñfunò 

and mixes them together to make something that kids 

will want to do. They want the children to eventually 

lead successful lives. It has a great environment where 

you can be comfortable telling jokes as well as being 

serious. The organization has many programs that 

benefit a lot of people. At Khelghar, we would arrive, 

play for some time, take a few lessons, play some 

more, eat a snack, and go home. There were a lot of 

people who helped out regularly. Sometimes I was a 

ñteacherò who helped kids do Math or English. Other 

times I was one of them, having fun. 

 I have to admit that at first I was nervous. I hadnôt 

done anything like this before. I did not know what the 

kids were going to be like or whether or not I was 

going to like it there. I had no clue about anything 

except that I was going to work with children who 

lived in slums. I just wanted to get it over with. But 

then I actually interacted with them. They were so kind 

to me and they were just like any other kids. I felt so 

bad when I remembered the thoughts I had before I 

met them. And even though the kids were the ones 

who were learning, I learned something too: Good 

people can come out of anywhere, even slums. 

- Ishani Pendse 
P.S. Currently, around 80 children participate in Khelgharôs 

activities. All the children live in a slum area named 

Lakshminagar at Kothrud, Pune. 


