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Message from the President 

Dear Community Members, 

Wish you and your family a very happy Diwali & prosperous 

New Year. May God fulfill all your wishes in wealth, health 

& happiness in life. Best wishes for all the  festivals,  Eid 

Mubarak, Dussehra, Durga Puja, Gurunanak Jayanti.  

Thank you all for participating and supporting all the events. You 

made Year 2011 a memorable and successful year. As one stated, 

thanks for having New Events like Kaun Banega Millionaire, Lego, 

Drawing, Art Competition, Telethon for young generation, Cricket-

Tennis tournaments along with other popular events like Camping, 

Spring Gala. I would like to take this opportunity to thank my IAVA-

Committee and all the volunteers who worked very hard on all the 

programs. Without you all it was not possible.  

As John Lennon wisely said, a dream you dream alone is only a 

dream. A dream you dream together can be reality. I felt the dream 

come very true when we say recognitions from MeadWestvaco, Vir-

ginia Museum of Fine Arts, and other organizations. We truly are one 

of the strongest and growing Indian communities in the east coast. 

Our theme ñKal, Aaj aur Kalò was demonstrated in various cultural 

activities.  

Independence Day Celebration 

We had a houseful at our Independence Day celebration event 

which was also accompanied by dignitaries Lt. Gov Bill Bolling, 

Deputy Ambassador of India Arun Singh, VCU President Michael 

Rao, VMFA Director John Henry. Congratulations to IAVA cultural 

team headed by Prajakta Vaze and Juhi Awasthi for putting together a 

mind-blowing 

cultural events 

that also included 

Drawing, Ran-

goli, Fashion 

show and Me-

handi competi-

tion.  

IAVA Tennis Tournament  

We also want to thank you IAVA Tennis Team for completing a 

first ever Tennis Tourna-

ment. Congratulations to 

IAVA tennis team compris-

ing of Satya Raju Ravva, 

Sravan Morishetty, Ravi 

Pedaprolu, Chitti 

Korukonda and Khalid 

Mohammad.  We had 70 

participants who enjoyed 

this professionally planned and executed event. 

IAVA Lego Competition  

Shom Paul and his team executed our first ever  Lego Com-

petition. Also like to recognize Swapnil Pande for his contri-

bution. Congratulations to all the participants and winner to 

make this event suc-

cessful. 

I like to recognize all the leads 

for events throughout the year, 

Kshitij Agrawal, Gaurav Bhar-

gava, Pankaj Sharma, Atulya 

Tiwari, Rupali Pendse, Govind 

Pande, Vikas Kapila, Juhi Awasthi, Prajakta Vaze, Shom and Shivam 

Paul, Bina Shah, Dinesh Bafna, Nitin Jain, Probodh Chiplunkar, 

Ritesh Brahmbhatt, Mona Narang and others. 

Please join me to thank our sponsors who provided donation that 

helped us to put forward all the programs. We will publish this list in 

the December Darpan. On behalf of the 51st executive committee, let 

me thank you again for your trust and support as it helped to take this 

esteemed organization to another level in 2011.  

Sincerely, 

Goutam Gandhi 

2011 IAVA President 

Community Update 

1. Rasika Musical Entertainment Program: Charity Event 

IAVA supports this Charity Event which is solely dedicated to-

ward the betterment of the underprivileged children & women in 

India, is being held on Sunday, 13th Nov at Hungary Creek 

School at 3PM. 

2. AASOCV Programs: Location- Hermitage High School 

¶ 19th Nov: Education Forum: Dialogue on Asian Community 

Issues. Time:  8:30 AM to 2PM 

¶ Dec 3rd:  Health Fare-Free screening and conversation with 

medical specialist. Time: 10AM-3PM 

Please contact Bina Shah or Goutam Gandhi for details. 

Please visit http://www.IAVA.us to get all additional updates.  

Independence Day Celebration Team  
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Dinesh Bafna is a Rajasthani Jain from the garden city/silicon valley of India - Bangalore. Cur-

rently reside in Richmond VA with wife Priya Bafna, sons- Sayam and Arham. He is an active 

member of IAVA and proud to be part of this community. He has played the role of Communica-

tions Director - IAVA 2011. He was responsible for maintaining/updating the website, facilitate 

email communications to the entire IAVA community and played a key role in the membership 

team. He was actively involved in Spring Gala and Camping committee, chipping in and helping in 

what ever possible ways. Its been a fabulous and fun filled 2011, being a part of the IAVA execu-

tive committee. 

Shom Paul: Served as Robotics in charge for IAVA. Been in 

Virginia all my life. Have a beautiful wife and two sons. 

Work for UVA. I enjoy being the Robotics coach and was 

glad that I could contribute towards organizing a Robotics 

event for IAVA.  Shom also helped in Asian Festival and 

volunteered in other IAVA activities.  

Meet IAVA Communication Director: Dinesh Prakash Bafna 

Meet IAVA Robotics Team Director: Shom Paul 

Shivam Paul: Served on Social committee for IAVA. Seems 

like been in Richmond for ever. Work for GE.  Have loving 

husband and two sons, 10 yrs and another due any day now. 

Enjoyed serving on IAVA committee and contribute towards 

the success of Asian Festival. Shom and Shivam created a 

beautiful India Gate which became a center of attraction at 

Asian Festival. 

 

Meet IAVA Social Director : Shivam  Paul 

 


